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Lee had evidently been deceived by our move- CHAP. XH
ment from North Anna; for on the morning of the
27th he telegraphed to Eichmond: " Enemy crossed
to north side, and cavalry and infantry crossed at
Hanover Town." The troops that had then crossed
left his front the night of the 25th.

The country we were now in was a difficult one
to move troops over. The streams were numerous,
deep and sluggish, sometimes spreading out into
swamps grown up with impenetrable growths of
trees and underbrush. The banks were generally
low and marshy, making the streams difficult to ap-
proach except where there were roads and bridges.

Hanover Town is about twenty miles from Rich-
mond. There are two roads leading there; the most
direct and shortest one crossing the Chickahominy
at Meadow Bridge, near the Virginia Central rail-
road, the second going by New and Old Cold Har-
bor. A few miles out from Hanover Town there
is a third road by way of Mechanicsville to Eich-
mond. New Cold Harbor was important to us be-
cause while there we both covered the roads back to
"White House (where our supplies came from), and
the roads southeast over which we would have to
pass to get to the James Eiver below the Eichmond
defenses.

On the morning of the 28th the army made an
early start, and by noon all had crossed except 3*3,543,913
Burnside's corps. This was left on the north side
temporarily to guard the large wagon-train. A line
was at once formed extending south from the river,
Wright's corps on the right, Hancock's in the center,
and Warren's on the left, ready to meet the enemy
if he should come.d still farther north, and had
